
ately so we can stay in 
touch through this crisis at 
colety@gmail.com. Now is 
the perfect time to be 
practicing buddy checks 
both with our own SAL 
members but even more 
importantly with our Posts 
most elderly legionnaires. 
Call your Post Adjutant, 
get contact information for 
the most vulnerable he-
roes who now may be 
more isolated than ever. 
Call them, say hello, make 
sure they have food and 
essential supplies just let 
them know someone still 
cares and appreciates the 
sacrifices they made for all 
of us. 
 

 The entire country has 
been impacted by the 
newest strain of corona 
virus first reported in 
Wuhan, China in De-
cember of 2019. People 
are getting sick and dy-
ing all over the world, 
unemployment in the 
USA is skyrocketing, 
store shelves are empty 
from hoarding and binge 
buying. Here in Vermont, 
Governor Scott has de-
clared a Stay At Home 
order and the closing of 
all non-essential in-
person businesses. 
Posts all over the state 
are closed and many 
Squadrons are trying to 
figure out how to get 

essential business conduct-
ed without violating any 
common sense or legal re-
strictions. Email and confer-
ence calls are becoming a 
way of life for Squadrons 
and businesses to continue 
staying in touch and con-
ducting time sensitive busi-
ness. 
 Your DEC has been hold-
ing monthly conference 
calls all year so we were a 
little ahead of the curve and 
recently held our first re-
quired DEC meeting via 
Zoom video conferencing. 
 As you know, visitations 
have been suspended so 
please if you have changing 
contact information, let your 
DEC adjutant know immedi-

COVID -19 Impacts Vermont SAL Schedules 
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Special Interests: 

¶ Our next membership 

target date is 90% on 

April 8th, 2020. Send 

in every renewal and 

application you have 

ASAP please! 

¶ The next DEC Confer-

ence Call will be April 

12th, 2020. Call-in # is 

(425) 436-6260 and 

the access code is 

1904710.  

¶ Our annual SAL Golf 

Tournament has been 

postponed until a later 

date in the fall. Golf 

Committee Chairman 

PDC Henry Cleveland 

is working on options 

for moving the event 

and we will advise new 

date as soon as possi-

ble. Please keep selling 

those hole sign adver-

tisements.  

¶ While the DEC officer 

visit schedule is still 

attached, please re-

member all visitations 

are currently on hold 

and your DEC officers 

will be reaching out by 

phone and email. The 

schedule remains in 

the newsletter so we 

can see what dates and 

squadrons are missed 

and will hopefully be 

rescheduled. 

   
 

 

 

who is certified and partici-
pates in the First Round 
will receive a $2,000 
scholarship.  Other De-

partment of Vermont con-
testants this year were: 
2
nd
 place - Maggie Sides, 

senior at Champlain Valley 
Union High School - Spon-

sor Colchester, Post 91 
3
rd
 place - Jeswin Anto-

ny, freshman at Harwood 
Union High School - 

Sponsored by Harry 
N. Cutting, Post 59 
4
th
 place - Michael 

Christesen, fresh-
man at The Sharon 
Academy - Spon-
sored by Norwich, 
Post 8. 
 Supporting the 
contest are Detach-
ment of Vermont 
officers: SAL judges 
Norm Scolaro and 

Marc Colety, Ushers and 
Escorts Brian Massey Jr, 
Mike Felber and Elwood 
Bourne. 

Sat. Mar. 7th, Avery Carter 
took first place for the sec-
ond year in a row at the Or-
atorical Finals in the audito-
rium at the Pavilion in 
Montpelier.   
 Avery is a resident of 
Dorset, VT and is a jun-
ior at the Cate School, a 
private school in Califor-
nia.  She was sponsored 
by Post 50 in Castleton, 
VT and received awards 
from Post 50, District 4 
and $1500 from the De-
partment. 
 Avery would have gone 
to Indianapolis, IN with her 
Dad, Philip for the National 
Finals 17-19 April, 2020, 
however these have since 
been cancelled. 
Each Department winner 

American Legion High School Oratorical Contest  

mailto:colety@gmail.com


  Here it is almost to the 
end of March already, the 
year is moving a little too 
fast for me. Letôs hope the 
summer seems to last 
longer  and is blessed with 
good weather for the bet-
ter part of it.  
 First, I hope everyone is 
doing okay during this 
coronavirus crisis. As you 
can see it has affected our 
SAL operations in many 
ways. There have been 
and will be more cancelled 
visitations in the short 
term. We are trying to 
reach out by phone to let 
the squadrons know what 
is going on. Even though 
that info is being relayed 
to the Squadron Com-
manders, hopefully he is 
getting the information out 
to the rest of the Squadron 
members, The Detach-
ment Officers are doing 
the best we can at the mo-

ment in getting information 
out to everyone. Please 
bear with us as we are 
doing conference calls to 
stay up to date and relay 
news between us. Hope-
fully this will be over be-
fore the middle of April 
with some good luck and 
we can start to get back to 
a normal routine. 
  Detachment and Squad-
ron membership we are 
doing a great job we have 
had a couple more Squad-
rons reach their 100% goal 
in the past week and there 
are several more that are 
getting really close to mak-
ing their goal! Letôs keep 
up the good work every-
one is doing and be at or 
over 100% state-wide by 
June. Mentioning June 
brings up another subject 
Department is still looking 
forward to Convention. 
They are weighing options 

and trying to figure out the 
best plan to move forward 
with it. When I have more info 
on that I will get it out to the 
Squadrons. 
  Please get your donations in 
for CWF and Ronald McDon-
ald House as soon as possi-
ble. If you need additional 
gun raffle tickets, call one of 
your DEC officers and let us 
know. We will find a way to 
get them to you. the same 
goes for the SAL golf tourna-
ment sponsorships. Letôs get 
those teams lined up and 
registered before they fill up 
and remember much of the 
good work we do comes from 
those golf hole sponsorships 
we sell to local businesses 
and organizations. The more 
we can sell, the more we can 
budget for scholarships and 
donations. 
  In closing remember to 
check on the elderly, your 
neighbors and our Veterans 
as well as each other!  

  
 

members as well as our 
families in The American 
Legion. I urge those with 
computer skills to help get 
information out to our mem-
bers and their families.  
Currently membership has 
stalled due to the closure of 
Posts. We are nearly at our 
90% target goal for April, I 
encourage all Squadrons to 
submit any members you 
can to try and close the gap 
and reach our goal. This 
may be an ideal time for 
Squadrons to get on 
MySAL and start becoming 
comfortable with it. The 
tools it contains makes vir-
tual membership drives 
much easier to expedite 
and accomplish. I thank you 
for your continued work to-
wards our goal of 4,036 
members this year. 
Election of officers if fast 

In this uncertain time I 
want to reach out to all 
members and let them 
know the Detachment of 
VT is here to support 
you in whatever way we 
can. The past month 
has been touch and go 
and most recently weôve 
been asked to stay at 
home and stay safe. For 
many of us that means 
not going to work volun-
tarily or being laid off 
temporarily against our 
will. I know these are 
troubling times but we 
will get through this. 
States and the Federal 
Government are making 
funds available to help 
us get through these 
times. As we all know 
the vast majority of this 
information is available 
online and likely unob-
tainable by some of our 

approaching and Iôve fielded 
some questions about proce-
dure based on our inability to 
have meetings. Typically of-
ficers are nominated in 
March, elected in April and 
Installed in May. Squadrons 
should do what they can to 
follow this process as closely 
as normal, meetings can be 
held by conference call, 
email or video chat in order 
to work through the process. 
Installations will be sched-
uled as soon as we are able 
to travel again. Judge Advo-
cate John Waite will be put-
ting out additional information 
as we receive it from the De-
partment of VT. 
Through all of this I ask that 
we be kind to each other. 
This is not a political prob-
lem, itôs not a U.S. problem, 
itôs a global pandemic and 
we all need to work together! 

Detachment Commander Dave Hendee 

Senior Vice Commander Jeremy Revell 

ñI hope everyone is 
doing okay during this 
coronavirus crisis. Stay 
Safe!ò  

 
ñFor God and Country 
Detachment 
Commander Dave 
Hendee 
 
We Stand for the Flag 
and Kneel at the Crossò 
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For Veterans Past, Present 
and Future, 
Jeremy Revell 

Sr. Vice Commander 
Membership Committee 

Chairman 
SAL Detachment of VT 
jrevell@lagvt.com 
802-771-7242 

mailto:jrevell@lagvt.com


Is everyone practicing 
good social distanc-
ingé.? 
Trying to keep it short as 
always fellas, By now Iôm 
sure you all heard that 
the epidemic is out there 
and we are all trying to 
do our very best to keep 
it from spreadingé I 
know this process is long 
and miserable, but our 
government is trying to 
do the very best it can to 
make this go away. So 
letôs do our part and con-
tinue to do the best for 
ourselves & our families.  
Letôs Talk Membership! 
As of right now we are 
3rd in our Region lets 
continue to hold strong!! 
We know this can be diffi-
cult threw the current sta-
tus, but we continue to 
ask that you do the best 
you can & also donôt be 

afraid to contact a Detach-
ment officer if needed! WE 
ARE HERE ALWAYS TO 
HELP, And as always: 
Membership is the blood 
line of our organization & is 
everyoneôs job!!   Update 
on North V.S South Mem-
bership Challenge: District 
3 still in the lead, but looks 
the south is catching upé.. 
Letôs do our best Team 
North! District & County 
Commanderôs: ñplease 
continue to make contactò 
with your Squadronôs 
whether thatôs a phone call, 
video conference, etc. Letôs 
continue to let them know 
we are still here if they 
need our help! 
Benefit for Sq.7 Bowling 
tournament was held at 
Twin City Lanes in Berlin 
this past month. I had the 
pleasure of playing on 
Sq.10ôs team and boy did 

we have a great time & great 
game! I strongly encourage 
that you get a team for next 
year & come have some fun 
with us! Thank you all for 
coming out for the event & 
helping these guys raise mon-
ey for their children & youth 
programs, words cannot be 
expressed on how proud I am 
of you all for your continued 
support. 
 Spring Visitations are on hold 
for now, Iôll look forward to 
seeing you all in the North 
shortlyé., keep striving for 
membership!! 
Well thatôs about it for nowé
always here if you need me! 
Please donôt forget to Check-
in with a Vet, neighborôs, fami-
ly & friends, always remember 
to have fun & Sons Are One! 
Thank You for all your contin-
ued support for this great or-
ganization! 

our monthly newsletter, 
so they are looking for 
help with deodorants, 
disposable razors, tooth-
brushes and for what ev-
er else we can do for our 
veterans. They are also 
looking for crafts, puz-
zles, word search books 
etc. Let's see what the 
Sons can do for our vet-
erans here. Like we say 
ñSons Get it Doneò If you 
do have things to donate, 
let me know. I can make 
arrangements to pick up 
and deliver to them. 
Thank you for everything 
you all do, I know it's try-
ing times. We still have to 
do what we are here for. 
For our families, our com-
munities, and just to see 
a smile on a veteran's 

   Hello! Well here we are, all 
at home because of COVID-
19. I hope you are all doing 
well and not going crazy with 
this. I know the media is re-
ally keeping us informed but 
give it a break! 
 We had our video DEC 
meeting on the 29th and it 
was suggested that we re-
schedule our golf tourna-
ment to either Sept. or Oct. 
due to what is going on. I am 
hoping that this will pass and 
everything will be back to 
normal for all of us soon. 
  I have been in contact with 
the White River VA about 
what is going on there. I am 
on the Veterans VA 
Board  and they are over-
whelmed with how many of 
our older vets have been 
there or calling for assis-
tance. I said I would put it in 

face when he receives a 
small gift is worth it  
  If you have older vets in 
your area, check up on 
them and see how they are 
doing. They would probably 
like to talk with someone. 
Show that we are thinking 
of them  
       I know it's hard for 
membership because of 
what's going on but we can 
still call the ones that have 
not paid. We are so close 
to our next goal of 90%, so 
let's show that we can still 
get it done! 
      Well in closing all stay 
safe and I cant wait until 
this is over so we can start 
our visitations back up and 
come around to see you 
all! 
STAY SAFE EVERYONE!  

Northern Area Commander Brian Massey 

Southern Area Commander Bill Brothers 
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ñFor God, Veterans 
& Country 
-Brian Massey 
SAL Northern Area 
Commander 
Detachment of Ver-
mont  
*My Contact Info: 
Email  
Bri-
an.massey.jr@gmail
.com 
Phone# 802-461-
5005 

 

Your Southern 
Area Commander 
- Bill Brothers 

mailto:Brian.massey.jr@gmail.com
mailto:Brian.massey.jr@gmail.com
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 I cannot believe how 
much free time there is 
on my calendar now 
that literally every 
American Legion, SAL 
and Auxiliary event has 
been postponed or can-
celled. And yet, there is 
little I can do with all 
that unexpected free 
time except chores 
here at home. Well at 
least spring brings out-
side chores to do be-
cause I am getting just 
a little stir crazy al-
ready! 
 It is imperative in these 
unprecedented times, 
that we remember our 
veterans who gave so 
much to protect our 
country and our free-
doms. Call your Post 
Adjutant and get a list 
of those they are aware 
of, that are most vulner-
able. Letôs split up the 
tasks and call each and 
every one of them to 
just say hello and see if 
they are in need. This is 
exactly what the Sons 
are all about, support-
ing our veterans, mak-
ing sure they have ac-
cess to our help. Other 
than during their ser-
vice time sacrifices, 

there has never been a 
time in their lives they 
needs us more than now. 
Letôs not let a single one 
of them down! 
 We also canôt lose sight 
of the fact that so many of 
our own members are 
elderly or are medically 
compromised and are 
likely to be avoiding out-
side contact as much as 
possible. While it is not a 
great time for knocking on 
doors, most of us have 
phones and email. We 
can also use this time to 
bring back some mem-
bers. You know the ones I 
am talking about, right? 
Those that donôt come to 
your meetings anymore, 
that might not have even 
paid their dues yet this 
year? Now is the time to 
remind them of the rea-
sons they joined our 
ranks to begin with. 
Friends and neighbors 
looking out for friends and 
neighbors. Fifteen 
minutes of your time, give 
them a call, say hello and 
ask if they need any es-
sential help. There is 
plenty that can be done 
that does not require di-
rect contact. 
 I have noticed that some 

Posts have made an at-
tempt to continue to sup-
port their veterans and 
communities through 
cooking and serving take 
out meals. This is a fan-
tastic way to keep in touch 
with the community, while 
still following our Gover-
norôs direction for his ñStay 
at Homeò directives. Wher-
ever it is possible, letôs do 
everything we can to sup-
port these Posts that are 
making these extraordi-
nary efforts for our com-
munities.  
 For those of you like my-
self, still working everyday 
because your companies 
and you jobs have been 
deemed essential func-
tions, let me extend my 
thanks for what contribu-
tions you are making to 
the fight against this invisi-
ble scourge. I know we 
would all like to hunker 
down in our homes and 
wait this one out until it is 
safe, but your courage and 
dedication is an example 
of what makes our country 
great, what has me com-
pletely convinced we will 
succeed in defeating this 
pandemic on our shores. 
 Until we all meet again, 
be safe everyday! 

as our individual actions 
affect all those around us. 
Remember to check in on 
each other frequently via 
phone, email, text ï we 
donôt want to let isolation 
do additional damage. 
This is especially true for 
the older population, 
many of whom are Veter-
ans. 
We will get through this 
together as ñwe sanctify 
our friendship by our de-

From the Chaplain, 
 
 I wish all of our com-
rades, family members, 
and those we work with a 
huge dose of patience 
and understanding as we 
go through this challenge 
of dealing with COVID-19. 
It is truly an Enemy, start-
ed as Foreign, but now is 
Domestic. 
Please take every precau-
tion suggested, especially 

votion to mutual helpful-
nessò as stated in our 
Preamble. 
We have learned that 
some of our members, 
two Squadron Command-
ers and a PDC, are bat-
tling cancer, so please 
keep them in your 

thoughts and prayers. 

 
Chaplain PDC Steve Eng-
land 
Detachment of VT S.A.L. 

Chaplain Steve Englandõs Pulpit 
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We will get through 
this together as ñwe 
sanctify our friendship 
by our devotion to 
mutual helpfulnessò 
as stated in our Pre-
amble. 

From the Very Messy Desk of Adjutant Marc Coletyéé. 

. 

In honor of all US vet-
erans, past and pre-
sent. 
 
Marc Colety    
Detachment Adjutant; 
Chairman VA&R 
Co-Chair Public Rela-
tions 
Webmaster 
Newsletter Editor 
 
(603) 543-6471 
 
colety@gmail.com 

mailto:colety@gmail.com


Good Day, 
Due to COVID-19, the 
Vermont State Legislature 
has recessed. It is ex-
pected that they will come 
back together in order to 
pass emergency Legisla-
tion at some point; one 
item in particular is to ad-
just the Open Meeting 

Law to allow a way for the 
Legislature to meet re-
motely. If they are able to 
do this, you should expect 
additional legislation to 
pass.  
There are no current 
items that I am aware of 
that would effect the 
American Legion Family. 

If you would like to find a 
listing of all Bills: 
https:/
legislature.vermont.gov/
bill/all-house/2020  
To keep in contact with 
your state legislators 
please see the link below: 
https://
legislature.vermont.gov/
people/all/2020  

Legislative  Chairman Lucas Herring 
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Hopefully, the future 
leaders of our De-
tachment. - NEC 
PNVC John Waite 

District 3 Commander  Lucas Herring 
Hello again, 
As March comes to a 
close, we are now all in a 
different place than a 
month ago due to COVID-
19. Waterbury has still 
reached their 100% and 
Barre will soon submit 
their memberships to be 
at 100% as well. This 
means that District 3 will 
be over 95% to start April. 
Northfield still needs 10 
and Montpelier needs 9, 
or 19 total, but we will not 
be stuck with a ñ19-
handò (cribbage refer-
ence).  
Since we are all now us-
ing social distancing, the 

in-person conversations 
for donations and mem-
bership may be more diffi-
cult, but it may also pro-
vided more opportunity to 
call members directly. We 
can also use these calls 
for wellness checks with 
our members. Letôs re-
member that we are all in 
this together and can 
make sure that all of our 
members are safe and/or 
getting the help that they 
need. 
I want to thank members 
of the Squadrons in Dis-
trict 3 for all they have 
done. We received word 
that the Posts that we are 

associated with are 
closed, but some were 
still able to meet via 
teleconference and 
maintain in touch. If you 
have questions on how 
to use these types of 
tools to stay in touch, 
please feel free to email 
or call me at the contact 
information below.  
COVID-19 will prevent 
large groups, by I am 
still hopeful that I will be 
able to see you all at 
Convention on June 
19
th
. Make sure to keep 

up to date on items 
checking out the 
www.salvermont.com 
website. 

Well we are certainly 
under different times 
and I certainly hope 
everyone is ok. As our 
National Commander 
has asked we should be 
doing Buddy Checks on 
our entire American Le-
gion Family. Luckily we 
are getting to warmer 
weather so hopefully 
heating wonôt become 
an issue while 
we deal with 
Covid-19, but 
there are many 
other concerns. 
The health of all 
of us and our 
families, the 

health of our Veterans, the 
strength of our communities. 
Now more than ever we 
need to work as an Ameri-
can Legion Family, although 
it is not easy to do with cur-
rent conditions we need to 
think of ways to make things 
continue to happen. Think 
outside the box. 
On a lighter note, this year 
at The Washington Confer-

ence I was honored this year 
placing the wreath at the 
Korean Memorial with having 
some other members of the 
Detachment of Vermont. Dis-
trict 3 Commander & De-
tachment Historian Lucas 
Herring, District 5 Com-
mander Adam Holden and 
Adamôs son Jaden Holden. It 
was great to see the excite-
ment from a younger group. 

 
 
ð John 
Waite 
NEC/
PNVC 

  

ñI am still hopeful 
that I will be able 
to see you all at 
Convention on 
June 19th.ò 

NEC PNVC John Waite 

https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/all-house/2020
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/all-house/2020
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/all-house/2020
https://legislature.vermont.gov/people/all/2020
https://legislature.vermont.gov/people/all/2020
https://legislature.vermont.gov/people/all/2020
http://www.salvermont.com
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       The American Legion passed 

Resolution 18 during their Spring 

Meetings in May 2019 that calls for 

Buddy Checks to be conducted Legion

-wide on the weeks of The American 

Legion's birthday, March 15, and Vet-

erans Day. 

The idea is to reconnect with veterans 

who may need assistance but don't 

know where to go or who to ask. 

These contacts may be made by 

a personal visit, phone or email, or a 

combination. The important part is to 

reach out to veterans in your commu-

nity to let them know you care and can 

provide whatever assistance they may 

need. It's what we do for our battle 

buddies. 

Commander Bolt has requested that 

the Sons of The American Legion 

join in on the Buddy Check and 

what better time to help us 

raise our renewal numbers and 

get us closer to that 400,000 

goal! 

Divide up a call list. Some may 

have personal connections with 

the member or the former mem-

ber and should make that particu-

lar buddy check. 

Start making connections ï 

either from a quiet place inside 

the post or from your home ï to 

see how the members and former 

members are doing, ask if they 

need anything and invite them to 

any event or activity planned to 

help celebrate the Legionôs birth-

day or Veterans Day. 

Make sure you thank the member or 

former member in the beginning and 

at the end of your call. 

If the member or former member 

wishes to renew, be sure to have 

your squadronôs payment proce-

dure at your fingertips, the address 

to send a check or offer to stop by in 

person to pick it up (another oppor-

tunity to connect). 

Leave contact information in case 

the member or former member canôt 

take the call or needs anything in the 

future. 

For further information, sample 
scripts, and FAQs please visit the 
Legion's Website at www.legion.org/
membership/buddycheck  

https://legion.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a8af0262d230c80a4b21e7a38&id=b080531430&e=ae8cdc4a15
https://legion.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a8af0262d230c80a4b21e7a38&id=b080531430&e=ae8cdc4a15
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NEWS RELEASE  
 

For Immediate Release 

Monday 23, 2020 

Montpelier, Vt. ï C. William Mattoon  

 

 

PCU VERMONT (SSN 792) Completes Alpha Sea Trials, Commissioning Events 

on Hold until Further Notice. 
 

General Dynamics, Electric Boat Division announced on March 19, the U.S. Navyôs newest Virginia-

class fast attack submarine, the future USS VERMONT (SSN 792), has completed her alpha sea trials 

on March 18 as reported by DEFPOST reporter Arun Mathew.  

The future USS Vermont, designated (SSN 792), is the third U.S. Navy ship to bear the name of the 

ñGreen Mountain State.ò  Now Pre-Commissioning Unit (PCU) VERMONT, departed on its first 

voyage in open seas, called Alpha Sea Trials, on March 15. Alpha sea trials include a range of 

submarine and propulsion-plant operations, submerging for the first time, high-speed runs on and 

below the surface to demonstrate that the shipôs propulsion plant is fully mission-capable. 

As quoted by Capt. Henry Roenke of PCU VERMONT (SSN 792) to the VERMONT Commissioning 

Committee, ñI want to share with you about how awesome VERMONT and her sailors performed 

during Alpha Trials.  It was awesome seeing every sailor standing their watch or carrying out their 

duties with great skill, pride, and professionalism.  The sailors showed great resiliency and endurance 

completing an exhausting test schedule.   You can be very proud of your boat.ò  

The Commissioning Events planned for 18 April 2020, unfortunately have been placed on hold until 

further notice because of the disruption of the Covid-19 Virus to events nationwide.  All invitations for 

the Commissioning Events will be reissued at a later date.  Please check the VERMONT (SSN 792) 

Commissioning Committee website: www.ussvermont.org for updates and further information on 

those events. 

### 

 
 
Contact: Debra Martin, chair, USS VERMONT Commissioning Committee 802 -
249 -0487, ussvermont792@gmail.com ;  Or  Bill Mattoon, Public Affairs 
committee m ember ; 802 -885 -3886, cmattoon@vermontel.net  
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